
Questioned Documents/ Handwriting Activity 

Scenario: You and your team have been called to investigate what happened to 

the family who lived in this abandoned house.  After walking around, you can tell 

that it looks as if they left unexpectedly, leaving behind their possessions as if 

they were planning to return at any moment… Except, you know they won’t, as 

everything is perpetually frozen in a state of decay. You happen to find a box of 

old checks in the top of one of the closets.  You and your team take this box with 

you as you make your way to the car.  It is your mission to piece together the life 

of this family and possible determine what occurred that made them leave and 

never return. 

Directions for the activity:  You have received 4 copied pages of checks from the box 

in the closet of the home. 

● Cut them out and arrange them in chronological order from oldest to newest. 

● When they are in chronological order by date, number them in the top right 

hand corner of each check (No.______) 

● Fill out the chart with the information from each check (Date, who it was to, 

etc.) Make sure you write down your inference of what they were buying with 

the check! 

● Pay special attention to the handwriting and the signatures!  We are beginning 

our study of questioned documents/ handwriting so this could be very 

important in piecing together what happened to this family. 

● Once you have finished recording the information from each check, you may 

choose to communicate your team’s findings of what happened to this family 

in one of two ways… 

○ 1.  Formulate the story of this family by creating a tweet for each 

one of the checks you examined. 

○ 2.  Write a narrative telling the story of this family.  Make sure to 

explain each check and what it means in their story. 

● We will share our findings whole group next week. 
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